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A STATEMENT OF CORE BELIEFS & VISION

ROSE TREE MEDIA SCHOOL DISTRICT MISSION STATEMENT

Students are the focus of the Rose Tree Media School District learning community. All
students will reach their intellectual, emotional, social, and physical potential in a safe
environment that celebrates diversity, individual talents and efforts, and promotes
collaboration, caring, respect, and leadership. Students will be well-prepared to create
meaningful and productive lives in a global society.

SPRINGTON LAKE MIDDLE SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT

The Springton Lake Middle School, in partnership with the community, is committed to serving
the unique needs of emerging adolescents by promoting a school culture that is grounded in
high standards and academic excellence, is developmentally appropriate and responsive to

the needs of our students, and that supports the success of each individual.

As a school community, we commit ourselves to the following core beliefs that demonstrate our

SPARTAN PRID

BE READY

I will come to school each day ready to learn.
| will embrace new challenges.
| will have a positive attitude and always put forth my very best effort.

BE RESPECTFUL

| will treat others as | wish to be treated.
I will honor perspectives, opinions, and cultures that differ from my own.
| will stand up for what is right.

BE RESPONSIBLE

I will ask for help when | need it.
| will be accountable for my words and actions.
I will work to my highest potential and strive to produce quality work.

BE RESILIENT

I will set high and attainable goals for myself.
| will persevere when the activity is challenging or requires additional effort.
I will learn from my mistakes.

| will work to make every day a great day.




STATEMENT OF BELIEFS - ASSESSMENT

The Springton Lake Middle School recognizes that effective and ongoing assessment is an
essential element of the teaching and learning process. When teachers imbed assessment
within their regular instructional practice, they gain valuable information about the progress that
their students have made and how they may need to tailor their lessons so that all students are
able to be successful. For our students, ongoing assessment serves as a means to receive
feedback from teachers that ultimately will allow them to achieve mastery. With this in mind, we
commit to the following:

Grades will reflect and communicate a student’s mastery of the standards and specific
learning objectives. To the greatest extent possible, student work habits such as
participation, homework completion, and effort will be excluded as a factor in grade
calculation. While these work habits are extremely important, and we will work to report
progress to students and parents separately, they will not be a factor in determining a
student’s grade.

We will work to ensure greater consistency in our grading practices so that the teacher
to which a student is assigned will not influence how the child is assessed.

Additional work and practice outside of the school day may be required as part of the
teaching and learning process. While this work is an expectation, it will not necessarily
be a factor in the student’s grade. The final achievement of learning is far more important
than the steps that it took to get there.

Teachers will provide students with meaningful and timely feedback that is designed to
help them to achieve mastery in the subject area.

Behind every piece of work is a valued young person who is a part of our Springton Lake
school community. Assessment and grading will be instructive so that our students feel
empowered rather than diminished.

Students learn at different rates and in different ways. Some students may master a
concept quickly, while others may need additional instruction, practice, and feedback.
Because our ultimate goal is mastery for all, teachers may give students an opportunity
for a second chance. Because assessments vary widely among classes, the process
and types of assessments that may be re-done will be at teacher discretion. In order to
be eligible for this opportunity, students will need to document their additional efforts and
remediation plans as required by the teacher.

Students who fail to complete major assignments as defined by the teacher may receive
an incomplete until such time as the work is submitted. Because we believe that all
assignments contribute in a meaningful way to the learning, students should not have
the option to “opt” out.



8" GRADE PROGRAM OF INSTRUCTION

CORE AREA REQUIRED COURSES - FULL YEAR

Language Arts
Social Studies
Mathematics
Earth and Environmental Science

SPECIAL AREA ELECTIVES — SEMESTER

Students will be enrolled in Physical Education & Health plus
three elective classes per semester. Music ensembles meet for the full year.

Music
Band, Chorus, Orchestra — Full Year
Music Technology
Ukulele/Guitar — Modern Band
Introduction to Piano

STEM/Technology/Media
Computer Science & Coding
Web Development
Spartan Scoop TV
Future Cities
Destination Space
Outpost Space
Transportation Technology

Art & Healthy Living
Digital Art
Doodles to Drawings
Painting
Ceramics
Your Future and Food
Advanced Team Sports

SPECIAL AREA REQUIRED — FULL YEAR
Physical Education & Health

CORE EXTENSION

Academic Workshop
AGP Seminar
Resource
Mathematics/Language Arts Intervention




LANGUAGE ARTS

Course Code: 108H

Language Arts 8

This course develops the eighth-grade student’s literacy habits and skills through a blend of
workshop and traditional instructional approaches, as the students prepare for the transition to
high school.

Students engage in ongoing reading work and literature analysis using selected mentor texts,
including novels, short stories, poetry, and drama. Students study the elements of literature,
analyze text structure, author’s use of language and literary devices, and author’s purpose while
participating in a study of memoir, historical fiction, and the hero’s journey with a strong focus
on archetypes.

Writing instruction in this course focuses on using the writing process to develop personal
memoirs and research-based argumentative speeches. Writing instruction takes place through
teacher modeling, writing workshop, and teacher conferring. Poetry and literary analyses are
also written throughout the year. Lessons on grammar and mechanics will be integrated within
each unit.

Instruction will be differentiated based upon each child’s strengths, interests, and progress at
the time. The lessons and units are aligned to the PA Core Standards for English Language
Arts.



SOCIAL STUDIES

Course Code: 308H

Social Studies 8

The Eighth Grade United States History course explores themes in American history from the
late nineteenth century to modern times. There are eight major units of study including Big
Business, Immigration, American Global Influence, the Changing Nation, Cooperation and
Conflict, Equality, Political Polarization and Modern Hot Topics. These units touch on American
history and link those events to 21st century topics. Students use inquiry and research to create
activities and projects that develop their curiosity and critical thinking abilities. Primary source
materials from the Gilded Era, the Wall Street Journal, World War Il and the Persian Gulf
Conflicts will help students understand how the past impacts the present, and how they may
influence their future. In addition, the building of the skyscrapers, the development of future
cities and the nation’s continuing path to a working democracy “with equality and justice for all”
are some of the topics that students will explore in this course. The development of research,
writing, and study skills, as well as an understanding of American history are an integral part of
the program.



MATHEMATICS

The mathematics curriculum in the Rose Tree Media School District follows a progression of
courses that carefully build upon one another. Movement from one course to the next in the
sequence requires satisfactory mastery of the applicable concepts and Pennsylvania Academic
Standards.

Course Code: 208AA

Algebra 1

Algebra is a language used to extend the ideas of arithmetic. Variables are used to represent
numbers and these variables are combined according to the rules of algebra. Students learn to
simplify expressions with variables, to solve systems of equations and inequalities, as well as
addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division of polynomials along with square roots and the
solution of quadratic equations. Exponents, radicals, and operations with rational expressions
are also explored. A primary goal of algebra is the use of mathematical ideas in solving a wide
variety of real-world problems. Students are required to take and pass the Algebra | Keystone
Examination at the conclusion of the course. Placement in this course is based upon multiple
criteria, included MAP and PSSA scores, performance in the previous year's mathematics
course, and teacher recommendation. Starting with Algebra I, students in all higher-level
mathematics courses would benefit from having access to a graphing calculator.

Course Code: 208H

Mathematics 8

This course will place a strong emphasis on the continued study of integers, order of operations,
variables, expressions, and equations. Students will solve and graph equations and
inequalities, write and solve proportions, and explore geometry, statistics, and graphing
concepts. Problem solving will be emphasized throughout the course. Instruction will be
carefully aligned with the grade level standards in mathematics. Students who successfully
complete this course will have an opportunity to begin the formal study of Algebra I the following
year.



SCIENCE

Course Code: 408H

Science 8

The eighth-grade science curriculum utilizes a real-world, inquiry-based approach to learning
earth science, environmental science, and chemistry. The topics of study include: density,
chemical properties and changes, phase changes and states of matter, conservation of matter,
plate tectonics, weather, heat transfer, biogeochemical cycles, and applications of the scientific
method. Students learn the content in the context of exploring and answering several broad,
meaningful questions about the world around us. For example, students grapple with questions
such as, “What is air?” or “What processes within Earth cause geologic activity?”



7'" GRADE PROGRAM OF INSTRUCTION

CORE AREA REQUIRED COURSES - FULL YEAR

Language Arts
Mathematics
Physical Science
Social Studies

SPECIAL AREA ROTATION — QUARTERLY

Media Studies
Health
Family & Consumer Sciences
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, & Mathematics)

SPECIAL AREA ROTATION — FULL YEAR

Art and Graphic Design
Music (Band, Chorus, Orchestra, Music Lab)
Physical Education

CORE EXTENSION

Academic Workshop
AGP Seminar
Resource
Mathematics/Language Arts Intervention

10



LANGUAGE ARTS

Course Code: 107H

Language Arts 7

This course continues to develop the seventh-grade student’s literacy habits and skills
through a reading and writing workshop model. The workshop model incorporates mini-
lessons, small group work, conferring, writing and reading response, as well as a high volume
of daily, independent reading to improve student learning.

Students engage in ongoing reading work and literature analysis utilizing selected mentor
texts, including novels, short stories, non-fiction articles, poetry, and drama, as well as
student-selected texts to study the elements of literature (plot, character, conflict, theme and
setting.) Seventh grade students also analyze text structure and author’'s use of language,
and participate in an intensive book study. Students also develop their nonfiction reading skills
in longer non-fiction texts.

Writing instruction in this course focuses on using the writing process to develop fictional
narratives. Reading response, poetry, and literary analyses are also written throughout the
year. Lessons on grammar, mechanics, speaking, and listening will be integrated into each
unit.

Instruction will be differentiated based upon each child’s strengths, interests, and progress at

the time. The lessons and units are aligned to the PA Core Standards for English Language
Arts.
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SOCIAL STUDIES

Course Code: 307H

Social Studies 7

This course will emphasize the formation and growth of the United States of America as the
new country developed into a world power. There are four major units of study incorporated
into the course. These units include the creation and analysis of the United States Constitution
from its inception to the current day, the challenges (both foreign and domestic) facing the new
government established by the Constitution, the political, economic, and social impact of the
expansion of the United States during Manifest Destiny, and the sectional differences on slavery
and the American Civil War. Students have an opportunity to use and analyze primary source
material in the context of the course.

12



MATHEMATICS

The mathematics curriculum in the Rose Tree Media School District follows a progression of
courses that carefully build upon one another. Movement from one course to the next course in
the sequence requires satisfactory mastery of the applicable concepts and Pennsylvania
Academic Standards.

Course Code: 207H

Mathematics 7

This grade level course will focus on the 7" grade Pennsylvania Academic Standards for
mathematics. The course will place a strong emphasis on the continued study of integers, order
of operations, variables, expressions, and equations. Students will solve and graph equations
and inequalities, write and solve proportions, and explore geometry, statistics, and graphing
concepts. Problem solving will be emphasized throughout the course.

13



SCIENCE

Course Code: 407H

Science 7

The seventh-grade science curriculum utilizes a hands-on, inquiry approach to learning. In this
course, students will explore diverse forms of energy and investigate their sources, engaging
in hands-on activities that illuminate the principles behind thermal energy, electricity and
magnetism, and waves. In addition, students will explore astronomy, studying patterns within
our solar system and beyond. Finally, the course will investigate forces and motion, allowing
students to experiment with Newtown’s laws and gravitational forces, providing tangible insights
into the physical laws governing our everyday experiences.
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6" GRADE PROGRAM OF INSTRUCTION

CORE AREA REQUIRED COURSES - FULL YEAR

Language Arts
Mathematics
Life Science

Social Studies

SPECIAL AREA ROTATION — QUARTERLY

Media Studies
Health
Family & Consumer Science
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, & Mathematics)

SPECIAL AREA ROTATION — FULL YEAR

Art and Graphic Design
Music (Band, Chorus, Orchestra, Music Lab)
Physical Education

CORE EXTENSION

Academic Workshop
AGP Seminar
Resource
Mathematics/Language Arts Intervention

15



LANGUAGE ARTS

Course Code: 106H

Language Arts 6

This course develops the sixth-grade students’ literacy habits and skills. Teachers incorporate
flexible grouping, mini lessons, and conferring to improve student learning. A high volume of
daily, independent reading is expected, both in school and at home.

Students engage in ongoing reading work and literature analysis using selected mentor texts,
including novels, short stories, poetry, and drama, as well as student-selected texts to study the
elements of literature (plot, character, conflict, theme and setting). Sixth grade students also
analyze writing techniques and participate in in-depth studies of how authors develop
characters, use perspective, convey theme, and address social issues.

Writing instruction in this course focuses on writing narratives and literary analysis essays.
Poetry and responses to reading are also written throughout the year. Lessons on vocabulary,
grammar, and mechanics will be integrated in all units.

The lessons and units are aligned to the PA Core Standards for English Language Arts.
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SOCIAL STUDIES

Course Code: 306H

Social Studies 6

This course emphasizes the development of fundamental geographic and historical literacy
skills incorporated into the study of modern Europe, Asia, and Africa. These skills are infused
throughout the curriculum-based study of modern history, economics, government, and
physical, political, and cultural geography. The units of study include general geography and
map skills, European geography, World War Il and the Holocaust, Post-WWII Europe and the
Cold War, East Asian geography, the atomic bombing of Japan, Post-WWII East Asia and the
Cold War, Middle East geography, religion, history, and conflict, African geography, the
European colonization of Africa and its effects, and a literature unit using the text, A Long Walk
to Water.
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MATHEMATICS

The mathematics curriculum in the Rose Tree Media School District follows a progression of
courses that carefully build upon one another. Movement from one course to the next course in
the sequence requires satisfactory mastery of the applicable concepts and Pennsylvania
Academic Standards.

Course Code: 206H

Mathematics 6

Students in this grade-level course begin the study of more abstract mathematical concepts.
Students will learn ratio concepts and use ratio reasoning for problem solving; perform fraction
and decimal operations and study rational numbers; write, interpret and use expressions,
equations and inequalities; solve problems involving area, surface area, and volume;
summarize and describe distributions and understand variability. This course specifically
focuses on the grade six Pennsylvania Academic Standards for Mathematics.
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SCIENCE

Course Code: 406H

Science 6

The sixth-grade science curriculum emphasizes the nature of science and the scientific method.
The principles of life science are taught and the topics include: cells, six kingdoms of living
things, genetics, natural selection, environment and ecology. This course utilizes guided inquiry
laboratory activities and projects to provide students with an understanding about our living
world and the process of science. Students learn the content in the context of exploring and
answering several broad, meaningful questions about the world around us. For example,
students grapple with questions such as, “How does our knowledge of genetics impact our lives
and the world?”, “How can our knowledge of diseases and their transmission help to identify
and prevent outbreaks?”, and "How do humans impact the biodiversity and populations within
an ecosystem?"

19



WORLD LANGUAGE

Many students will have an opportunity to begin the study of a World Language during middle
school. The World Language program at Springton Lake includes both French and Spanish.

Eligible students who begin the formal study of a World Language with the exploratory program
in 61" grade (one semester of Spanish and one semester of French) will continue their study of
the language of their choice for their 7" and 8™ grade years.

Eligible students who did not begin the study of a World Language in 6™ grade will be placed in
Spanish 1A or French 1A regardless of their current grade level.

Upon successful completion of Spanish 1A or French 1A (7" grade course) and Spanish 1B or
French 1B (8" grade course), students will have completed the first year of their high school
graduation requirement for World Language.

Please note: Students wishing to switch the language that they are studying may do so in the
ninth grade. Also, students who did not begin the study of a world language at the Middle
School may do so at the High School.

Course Code: 506H

Introduction to French

In this half of the exploratory program, students begin developing the linguistic skills of listening,
speaking, reading and writing in French. Emphasis is placed on basic introductory and
conversational vocabulary as well as cultural aspects of the past and contemporary
Francophone world.

Course Code: 516H

Introduction to Spanish

In this half of the exploratory program, students begin developing the linguistic skills of listening,
speaking, reading and writing in Spanish. Emphasis is placed on basic introductory and
conversational vocabulary as well as cultural aspects of the past and contemporary Spanish-
speaking world.

Course Code: 507H

French 1A

In this first full year of language study, students who have completed the exploratory program
and who have chosen French for their middle school language of study, will continue developing
the linguistic skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing in French. Emphasis is placed on
basic grammatical structures and vocabulary development as well as cultural aspects of the
past and contemporary Francophone world.
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Course Code: 517H

Spanish 1A

In this first full year of language study, students who have completed the exploratory program
and who have chosen Spanish for their middle school language of study, will continue
developing the linguistic skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing in Spanish. Emphasis
is placed on basic grammatical structures and vocabulary development as well as cultural
aspects of the past and contemporary Spanish-speaking world.

Course Code: 508H

French 1B

In this second full year of language study, students who have completed both beginner courses
will continue developing the linguistic skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing in French.
Emphasis is placed on more advanced grammatical structures and vocabulary development as
well as cultural aspects of the past and contemporary Francophone world.

Course Code: 518H

Spanish 1B

In this second full year of language study, students who have completed both beginner courses
will continue developing the linguistic skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing in
Spanish. Emphasis is placed on more advanced grammatical structures and vocabulary
development as well as cultural aspects of the past and contemporary Spanish-speaking world.
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SPECIAL AREA COURSES

Course Code: 836, 837

6" Grade Health

Students will learn all about the structure and function of the nervous system as it relates to
their developing brain. Students will investigate the different parts of the brain and explore ways
to develop and keep it safe and healthy. Through this, students will expand on their executive
functioning and intrapersonal skills. Students will practice stress management, decision making,
and conflict resolution. Students will also explore their senses and how messages are
interpreted in the brain, helping to understand disabilities such as visual and auditory
impairments Students will learn about the peripheral nervous system and the complex
communication system that takes place between the brain and the body to create movement
and interpret pain. Finally, students will examine the effects of drugs and alcohol on the
developing brain and how addiction occurs.

7t Grade Health

Students will analyze the interdependence among the body systems, analyze factors that
impact nutritional choices and understand the consequences of their choices, such as obesity
and eating disorders. Students will explore the risk factors that impact growth and development
between adolescence and adulthood, specifically alcohol and opioids. Additionally, students will
analyze and apply a decision-making process to health and safety issues.

These classes meet 3x/cycle for one marking period each year.

Course Code: 806, 807, & 808

6, 7, 8" Grade Physical Education

Physical Education provides students with a variety of opportunities to participate in activities
that promote lifelong fitness practices and will stress physical, social, and intellectual
development. The diverse capabilities and social needs of individual students are addressed in
the physical education program. Students are given opportunities to develop leadership and
social skills with work in small groups to solve problems or accomplish tasks. Through
purposeful learning activities, students are guided to refine motor, social, and intellectual skills,
which promote a fit and active lifestyle through adventure education, aquatics, cooperative,
field, fitness and weight training, individual, invasion, group, multicultural, net, and recreational
activities. This course will take place and utilize the weight room/fithess center,
cardio/exergaming room, natatorium, gymnasium (equipped with a climbing wall, ropes and
elements), auxiliary gym, quarter mile track, 1.2-mile biking/ hiking trail, and field facilities. All
physical education classes will be co-education.

These classes meet every other day for the entire school year.
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Course Code: 826, 827

6" Grade Family & Consumer Sciences
The main focus for students in 6™ grade is learning how to sew. Students learn the parts of the
sewing machine, sewing machine safety, and how to operate the sewing machine. Each
student will construct a multi-purpose bag during this course. The basics of childcare are also
discussed throughout the marking period.

7t Grade Family & Consumer Sciences

In 7! Grade, students will learn basic food preparation including proper measuring, food safety
and sanitation, and following a recipe. They also explore the importance of manners,
consumerism, and nutrition.

These classes meet 3x/cycle for one marking period each year.

Course Code: 726, 727
6t & 7t Grade Media Studies

Media Studies provides students an opportunity to examine, analyze, and evaluate different
forms of media that they use or are exposed to everyday. Students will gain valuable technology
skills through this project-based learning class.

6th grade — This course begins with an introduction to the core concepts of media literacy and
the idea of “digital citizenship” in which students consider how to respectfully and responsibly
use their digital technology and social media. Next, students will become reporters as they
explore the news. They will learn how to determine what is news and will learn how to spot fake
news.

7th grade - Students will go behind the scenes and explore how movies are made. They will
analyze the various shots used in film composition and the meaning behind them. The entire
process of a film from start to finish will be explored and students will have the opportunity to
work together in film crews to produce their own scenes.

These classes meet 3x/cycle for one marking period each year.
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Course Code: 786, 787
6" & 7t Grade Graphic Design

Graphic Design will provide students with an opportunity to explore the digital world of desktop
publishing. Students will also develop some computer skills with each project and assignment.

6" Grade - Students will study composition in photography. Students will learn how to compose
better photographs and will be introduced to photo editing with the use of the Pixlr app in
Chrome.

7th Grade - Students will study the elements of art and typography and how they incorporated
in graphic art. The students will continue with Pixlr app and creating graphic art along with
Google slide and Google drawing.

These classes will meet 3x/cycle for one marking period each year.

Course Code: 716, 717
Art

Students will rotate each marking period through a series of experiences in the visual arts. Each
marking period will have a specific focus and medium — Color & Design, Drawing, and Mixed
Media. The art program is scheduled in conjunction with the Graphic Design course to provide
students with a full-year art experience. Each component within this yearlong program will meet
3x/cycle and will be taught by a different teacher who specializes in the designated area. All
courses will provide an opportunity for students to showcase and display their work.

Color & Design:

6" Grade - This course provides a foundation for sixth-grade students to be successful
throughout their Springton Lake Middle School art career. Exposure to works of art, artists and
basics of color and design will be emphasized through different subject matter, processes,
painting techniques and materials. Students will develop skills in visual self-expression, problem
solving and analysis as stated in the Pennsylvania Art Standards in Education. The
assignments are thought provoking, engaging and provide hands-on experience.

7th Grade - Seventh grade Color & Design class continues to engage students in the visual
arts. Experiences include further investigation of color and design concepts through a variety of
subject matter, processes, painting techniques and materials. Art appreciation could include an
exposure to art forms from different cultures as well as individual artists. Students continue to
develop skills in visual self-expression, problem solving and analysis, which are aligned to the
Pennsylvania Art Standards in Education.
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Drawing:

6" Grade - This course provides a foundation for sixth-grade students to be successful
throughout their Springton Lake Middle School art career. Exposure to works of art, artists and
the basics of drawing will be emphasized through different subject matter, processes,
techniques and materials. Students will develop skills in visual self-expression, problem solving
and analysis as stated in the Pennsylvania Art Standards in Education. The assignments are
thought provoking, engaging and provide hands-on experience.

7th Grade - Drawing class continues to engage students in the visual arts. Experiences include
further development of drawing skills through a variety of subject matter, processes, techniques
and materials. Art appreciation could include an exposure to art forms from different cultures
as well as individual artists. Students continue to develop skills in visual self-expression,
problem solving and analysis, which are aligned to the Pennsylvania Art Standards in
Education.

Sculpture:

6" Grade - This course provides a foundation for sixth-grade students to be successful
throughout their Springton Lake Middle School art career. Exposure to works of art and artists
will be emphasized in relation to the various sculpting techniques, skills, and processes we will
learn. Students will develop skills in visual self-expression, problem solving, analysis, and
critique as stated in the Pennsylvania Art Standards in Education. The assignments are thought
provoking, engaging and provide hands-on experience.

7th Grade - Seventh-grade sculpture class continues to engage students in the three-
dimensional arts. Experiences include further exploration of a variety of sculpting processes,
skills, and techniques. Art appreciation could include an exposure to art forms from different
cultures as well as individual artists. Students continue to develop skills in visual self-
expression, problem solving, analysis and critique, which are aligned to the Pennsylvania Art
Standards in Education.
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MUSIC

All students will choose at least one musical elective per year. Students with a strong interest
in music may choose to combine participation in chorus with one of the instrumental ensembles
- either band or orchestra.

Course Code: 736

6" Grade Music Lab

Music lab is a class that focuses on the many aspects of music within everyday life. Students
will spend the majority of the class using a variety of music technology to complete assignments
about the role music plays in their lives, various musical genres, how to record and edit live
audio, artistic responsibility and censorship, music in video games, movies, and digital content.
Other areas of study include the role music plays in civil rights, creating beats and remixes, and
finally beginning the process to create original music. There is no formal performance or concert
component required in this class like there is in chorus, band, and orchestra.

Course Code: 737, & 738

7th, & 8th Grade Music Lab

Music Lab is a non-performing class available for students who do not wish to participate in
band, chorus, or orchestra. Students study musical styles and history. They create, perform in
class, and listen to a variety of music genres. Students will have an opportunity to pursue
various project-based assignments using available technology. Students learn about the
instrument families, including opportunities to play piano keyboards, drums, and ukuleles. This
class meets 3x/cycle for the entire school year.

Course Code: 748

8th Grade Chorus

Chorus is a performance based class for those interested in becoming better singers. The entire
curriculum is rooted in the three fundamentals of singing: respiration, phonation, and resonation.
This means correct breathing, how your vocal cords vibrate, and how the shape of your mouth
impacts the sound. Students will continue performing on solfege, sight singing in harmony, and
completing daily written warm-ups focusing on developing higher level singing skills as well as
fundamentals of music like pitch, rhythm, and notation. A portion of a student’s grade each
marking period is dependent upon appropriate in-class participation. Students in chorus will
perform traditional and contemporary repertoire at a winter and spring concert.

Course Code: 747

7th Grade Chorus

Chorus is a performance based class for those interested in becoming better singers. The entire
curriculum is rooted in the three fundamentals of singing: respiration, phonation, and resonation.
This means correct breathing, how your vocal cords vibrate, and how the shape of your mouth
impacts the sound. Students will continue performing on solfege, sight singing in harmony, and
completing daily written warm-ups focusing on developing higher level singing skills as well as
fundamentals of music like pitch, rhythm, and notation. A portion of a student’s grade each
marking period is dependent upon appropriate in-class participation. Students in chorus will
perform traditional and contemporary repertoire at a winter and spring concert.
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Course Code: 746

6th Grade Chorus

Chorus meets four times each cycle. Three of these classes are small group sectionals and the
fourth class is a full choral rehearsal. These rehearsals are conducted during the regular school
day. The 6™ grade chorus performs two evening concerts and two in-school assemblies each
year, with additional performances for the school and community. Chorus emphasizes vocal
technique, music literacy, stage presence, and responsibility to the performing group. Sixth
grade students will perform a wide selection of music in two and three-part harmony.

Course Code: 758

8th Grade Concert Band

Band students develop both their individual and ensemble skills in group lessons, as well as
full-ensemble rehearsals. Band meets four times per cycle. Three of the classes are sectionals
where students will meet with others who play the same or similar instrument. The fourth class
is a large ensemble rehearsal where all band students in the grade meet. All rehearsals are
conducted during the regular school day. Performance concepts are centered around Grade 2
to 3.5 level concert literature, as well as Level 3 of the Tradition of Excellence Comprehensive
Band Method series as published by Kjos. The 8" grade band performs two evening concerts
and two in-school assemblies each year. In addition to the concert activities, the 8" grade band
explores the world of marching band in the months of September, October, and part of
November. Marching band activities include marching in parades and playing at a football game
with the Penncrest High School Band.

Course Code: 757

7th Grade Concert Band

Band students develop both their individual and ensemble skills in group lessons, as well as
full-ensemble rehearsals. Band meets four times per cycle. Three of the classes are sectionals
where students will meet with others who play the same or similar instrument. The fourth class
is a large ensemble rehearsal where all band students in the grade meet. Performance concepts
are centered around Grade 1.5 to 2.5 level concert literature, as well as Level 2 of the Tradition
of Excellence Comprehensive Band Method series as published by Kjos. All rehearsals are
conducted during the regular school day. The 7™ grade band performs two evening concerts
and two in-school assemblies each year.

Course Code: 756

6th Grade Concert Band

Band students develop both their individual and ensemble skills in group lessons, as well as
full-ensemble rehearsals. Band meets four times per cycle. Three of the classes are sectionals
where students will meet with others who play the same or similar instrument. The fourth class
is a large ensemble rehearsal where all band students in the grade meet. Performance concepts
are centered around Grade 1 to 2 level concert literature as well as Level 1 of the Tradition of
Excellence Comprehensive Band Method series as published by Kjos. All rehearsals are
conducted during the regular school day. The 6™ grade band performs two evening concerts
and two in-school assemblies each year.
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Course Code: 766, 767, 768

6th, 7t & 8th Grade Orchestra

Orchestra meets four times each cycle. Three of these classes are small group sectionals and
the fourth class is a full-group rehearsal. These rehearsals are conducted during the regular
school day. The orchestra performs two evening concerts per year and has the opportunity to
perform at community functions. Repertoire for this group includes contemporary compositions
and arrangements of classical and popular music.

Course Code: 776, 777

6t & 7! Grade STEM

Through interdisciplinary infusion of STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, &
Mathematics,) students will be provided an environment that motivates and encourages
curiosity, critical thinking, problem solving, and collaboration. The class is designed to promote
high school, college and career readiness by utilizing activities in the fields of transportation,
energy, automation & mechanics. The specific area of focus and exploration varies each year:

6" Grade - Students will focus on flight technologies to gain a better understanding of the
following concepts: scientific method, aerodynamics, flight controls, tool safety, hand tool
usage, design, ballistics, and team work skKills.

7t Grade - Students will focus on problem solving, robotics, simple machines, mechanical
advantage, mechanics, design, and team work skills.

These classes will meet 3x/cycle for one marking period each year.
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ELECTIVE COURSES - 8" GRADE

Students in 8" grade are provided with the opportunity to rank their preferences for elective
courses within the special area rotation. In addition to physical education and health that will be
required for everyone, students will be enrolled in three additional elective courses during each
semester. These electives may include continued participation in musical ensembles such as
band, chorus, and orchestra. Students may also select from courses within the following areas:

e Music
o Music Technology
o Ukulele/Guitar - Modern Band
o Introduction to Piano

e STEM/Technology/Media Broadcasting
o Computer Science and Coding

Web Development

Spartan Scoop TV

Future Cities

Destination Space

Outpost Space

Transportation Technology

O O O O O O

e Art & Healthy Living

o Digital Art
Doodles to Drawings
Painting
Ceramics
Your Future and Food
Advanced Team Sports

O O O O O
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Music

Music Technology

In this course, students will learn hands on skills in the technology of music, electronic music,
and live production. The course begins with focus on recording music. Participants will use
digital audio workstations and notation software to create electronic music. Digital audio
workstations (DAW) will be used to edit and enhance audio files. The course includes an
element of live production, and participants will learn about the various jobs and opportunities
in audio engineering and sound/light production.

Ukulele/Guitar-Modern Band

“Modern Band" is defined as contemporary instrumentation to perform music in a small group
setting. An example would be guitar, bass, digital/acoustic drums, keyboard/synthesizer, and
singers performing together. Students will begin on the ukulele and learn the parts of the
instrument, fundamental techniques, and perform popular music. Students will then do the same
for the guitar, bass, and drums. Students will then perform in small groups with all the
instruments. The music performed is determined by the students. Additional topics to be
discussed and assessed are trends in the music industry, current musicians in contemporary
music, and the evolution of music specific to the “modern band” instrumentation, and the
planning of tour. This is a performance-based class and appropriate participation on a daily
basis is essential to student success.

Introduction to Piano

Introduction to Piano is a class designed for students who are either seeking to start learning
the piano OR who are seeking to build upon previously learned skills and abilities. Students will
learn to play classical and popular songs on the piano. In addition to learning the piano, students
will also learn elements of music theory, music history, composition, and improvisation.
Students will progress at their own pace, with guidance from their instructor.
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STEM/Technology/Media Broadcasting

Computer Science and Coding

This course teaches students to create their own video games and animations using the
programming language JavaScript. At the beginning of the course, students will explore the
growing field of computer science and the basics of coding. As the course progresses, students
will apply their skills to bring their own original video game and animation ideas to life. Along
the way, students will explore fundamental coding principles such as loops, conditionals,
objects, and variables. During this course, students will collaborate with their peers, improve
their problem solving capabilities, and learn a high-demand skill that is transferable to a wide
range of subject areas. No previous coding experience is required.

Web Development

This course teaches students to create and code their own original website. By exploring the
programming languages of HTML and CSS, students will learn the structure of a webpage and
the many ways that it can be customized. During this process, students will fuse both technical
and creative skills as they discover how the design elements of a webpage are built and
engineered through code. This culminates in an open-ended project where students build a
website about a topic of their choice. Throughout the course, students will have frequent
opportunities to collaborate with their peers and develop their problem solving skills. Web
development is a very approachable form of coding, and no previous experience is required.

Spartan Scoop TV

Welcome to Spartan Scoop TV! This course will allow students to dive into studio broadcasting
and learn how a professional television studio runs. The students will be in charge of filming
and editing the Spartan Scoop to be aired each day. Students will start off by learning all facets
of the studio. In pre-production, they will learn anchoring, directing, camera operating, scripting,
and the process to plan out the show each day. In post-production they will learn how to take
raw footage from the pre-production team and edit it together, make graphics, and add music
to the show. Students will also have the chance to propose and create their own segments to
air on the Spartan Scoop and showcase their broadcasting talents to the school. Now that you
know the basics, the only thing left to do is... lights... camera... action!

Destination Space

In this challenging and fun hands-on course, students will utilize science, technology,
engineering & math to understand and apply systems needed for an extended space mission.
These systems include transportation, biotech, automation and more. Students will use 3D
printers, laser cutters, hand and power tools and technical gear to design and develop projects
that would be needed for an extended voyage through space. Projects will include rocketry,
anti-gravity docking simulation, building electronic circuits and more. This class pairs well with
the Outpost Space class to participate in using a wide range of tools, equipment, and
experiences.
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Outpost Space

In this challenging and fun hands-on course, students will utilize science, technology,
engineering & math to understand and apply systems needed for a mission to develop a
settlement in space. These systems include transportation, biotech, construction,
communication and more. Students will use 3D printers, laser cutters, electronics, and hand
and power tools to design and develop projects that would be needed for an outpost in space.
Projects will include hydroponics, drone programing, alternate energies and more. This class
pairs well with the Destination Space class to participate in using a wide range of tools,
equipment, and experiences.

Transportation Technology

Students will utilize science, technology, engineering & math to understand and apply
transportation technologies. Students will use hand and power tools to design and construct
different projects such as flight objects, hovercrafts, CO2 dragsters and more.

Future City

Future City is a flexible, cross-curricular educational program that gives students an opportunity
to do the things that engineers do—identify problems; brainstorm ideas; design solutions; test,
retest, and build; and share their results. This process is called the engineering design process.
With this at its center, Future City is an engaging way to build students’ 21st century skills.
Students participating in Future City:

« Apply math and science concepts to real-world issues

o Develop writing, public speaking, problem solving, and time management skills
e Research and propose solutions to engineering challenges

« Discover different types of engineering and explore careers options

« Learn how their communities work and become better citizens

« Develop strong time management and project management skills

Students enrolling in this course will be eligible to participate in the Future City competition that
is held annually in January. As the competition approaches, students may be asked to
contribute additional time after school. Enrollment in this course represents a commitment to
the work, team, and competition.
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Art & Healthy Living

Digital Art

This course will take art into the 215t century, utilizing digitally designed imagery to create works
of art that focus on commercial aspects of design and their own self-expression. Students will
manipulate the elements of art and see how the principles of design play a role in everyday art.
Students will learn about typography and the role that it plays in commercial art.

Doodles to Drawings

This course is designed for the aspiring artist who is interested in further developing learning
their drawing skills, sketches, and creative ideas. Drawing is all about learning to see, and then
be able to transport that vision onto paper through a variety of techniques. In this course,
students will explore various drawing techniques and mediums by working on a mix of exciting
projects.

Painting

This course is designed for students who are inspired to paint. Participants will experiment with
various types of paint and painting techniques, while creating abstract and realistic works of art.
Students will also examine the work of contemporary, historical, and multicultural artists.

Ceramics
Students in this course will have the opportunity to put their sculpting skills to the test by
developing their own independent ceramic sculpture project idea. Students will brainstorm,
design, sculpt, and finally glaze their sculpture. Participants will observe various forms of
sculpture across cultures and throughout history, as well as past student examples for
inspiration.

Your Future and Food

This course will address topics and information related to the three aspects of family and
consumer sciences. This will include choosing a home, personal finance, and food
preparation. The food preparation experience will focus on baking products using different
leavening ingredients and analyzing the effect different ingredients have on baked products. A
community service project will be completed during the semester including making meatballs
for the schoolwide day of service.

Advanced Team Sports

This course is designed for students who would like to have more of an advanced, in-depth
physical education experience related around team sports. This course provides an opportunity
for students to perform in a variety of competitive team athletics. Advanced Team Sports is
appropriate for students who are competitive in nature, interested in a more intense physical
education experiences, and in team-oriented activities. Students will have the opportunity to
learn more about game strategy as well as participate in warm up, cool down and physical
training that is specific to the individual team sport. Various other vigorous team activities may
be supplemented depending on space availability and weather. Some activities may be
experienced in the outdoors when weather may be colder or warmer where regular physical
education classes may not go outside.
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CORE EXTENSION

All students will have a daily period of Core Extension as a part of their class schedule. This
time serves a different purpose for each student and is tailored to individual needs. In addition
to serving as a time for students to receive services as outlined in their IEP (Individualized
Education Plan) or GIEP (Gifted Individualized Education Plan) most students will be scheduled
for Academic Workshop during the Core Extension period. Some students will work
independently during Academic Workshop, while others will receive additional support and
targeted interventions in areas such as mathematics and language arts. These targeted
interventions will provide students with the opportunity to work in smaller groups for a set period
of time and are based upon ongoing assessment data.

Course Code: AW6, AW7, & AW8

6th, 71, & 8" Grade Academic Workshop

Academic Workshop provides a structured and supervised opportunity during the school day
for students to work on assignments and projects, study, or read. Academic Workshop is also
an opportunity where students may be able to receive additional help from their teachers.
Depending upon need, students may be specifically assigned to meet with a teacher for the
purpose of completing make-up work or to receive additional help. Academic Workshop will
also provide a designated opportunity during the school day for students to re-do assignments
or assessments as outlined in Springton Lake’s Statement of Beliefs for Assessment and
Grading.
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ACADEMICALLY GIFTED PROGRAM = AGP

The Academically Gifted Program (AGP) provides eligible students in grades 6, 7, & 8 with an
opportunity to explore areas of strength and/or interest within the curriculum in greater depth
and complexity. Annually, students will participate in two, semester-long enrichment seminars.
Each seminar meets for two days out of the cycle during the Core Extension (CE) period. While
student choice and interest will influence the specific experience within each seminar, the
following descriptions are designed to provide students and parents with a general overview of
what to expect. Seminars in 6" grade will be exclusive to 6" grade students. In the upper
grades, seminars will be cross-graded.

Grade 6:

STEM

In this course, students will apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to hands on learning
activities. This inquiry-based course will connect all four of the STEM subjects. Students will
collaborate with their peers to brainstorm, critique ideas and develop solutions to real-world
problems. Students enrolled in this seminar will also participate in the Delaware County STEM
Design Challenge. Students will work in teams to engineer and design a device that will
accomplish a task that can fulfill real-world needs using K’Nex building materials.

Forensic Science

Forensic Science is a course designed for students to gain experience in the investigative
techniques used by forensic scientists and crime scene investigators. Students will use their
skills to investigate crime scenes and attempt to solve cases based on suspect interviews and
forensic science techniques such as: observation skills; evidence collection; hair analysis; fiber
analysis; handwriting analysis; fingerprint analysis; blood evidence; and impression evidence.
Students will collaborate to apply these techniques in solving various cases throughout the
course.

Spartan TV

As part of the Spartan TV crew, students will learn an awareness of different types of media
and be responsible for brainstorming and pitching ideas, researching, writing scripts,
organizing, editing, and producing multiple segments to be shown to a school-wide
audience. Possible projects include interviews, school news, sports, music, world and local
news, human interest stories (with potentially a social studies focus), weather, geography,
biographical stories of historical figures, literary book and poetry reviews and projects, point-
counterpoint debates, and short documentaries. iMovie, video cameras, the use of a large green
screen, and other technology, including animation apps, can be used to create segments in the
school's television studio. Provided that space is available, students may choose to take this
course both semesters, with the expectation that they will take on a leadership role in the studio
their second semester.
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Grades 7 & 8:

Astronomy

Students in this seminar will develop and apply various science and engineering practices to
analyze the history and mythology of constellations and the observable changes in the night
sky. Additionally, students will compare and contrast gravitational and light properties of our
own Milky Way to those of distant galaxies and their components. Finally, the students will
explore current satellites and the implications and possibilities of future space travel. Various
technological applications and models will play an integral role in the investigation of these
topics. The course views astronomy through the historical, linguistic, and mathematical lens
with topic flexibility that appeals to a variety of student interests. This course may be taken only
ONE time in 7" or 8" grade.

Biology

Students in this seminar will have the opportunity to explore several disciplines of science
related to biology such as ecology, zoology, botany, microbiology, and taxonomy. Students will
have the opportunity to research, design, and implement a sustainable and eco-friendly garden,
a soda bottle terrarium and habitat modules for small invertebrates. Students will practice
environmental sampling and work with identifying and controlling invasive plant species in the
surrounding area. Students will learn how career scientists gather environmental data and use
that data to inform their conclusions and actions.

Chemistry

The focus of this seminar is to discover how chemistry impacts our everyday lives. Students will
investigate the world of chemistry through hands-on and inquiry-based activities involving
common phenomena. Participants will be able to ask scientific questions and investigate them
during an experiment, design and conduct experiments to explain a topic, understand their
observations, and record and communicate results. This seminar is chemistry in action!

Mathematics

Students in this seminar will participate in the National Math Club program that provides game
instructions, math explorations, and problem sets that are enjoyed by students of all skill levels.
Students are engaged in friendly competition through games that require problem solving and
math skills to win. Students can explore various math topics where they will collaborate on
hands-on, nontraditional math activities or projects.

Mock Trial

Students in the Mock Trial AGP Seminar will examine various historic events through the
lens of the legal system. During the first half of the semester, students will examine actual
court cases related to the Constitution. In examining these trials, students will learn about
the legal process. We will discuss the various roles of attorneys, judges, research, evidence,
and court procedures. During the second half of the semester, after students have become
familiar with the legal system, we will choose an historical event or topic and we will “try” the
case in the class. Students will take on the roles of researchers, witnesses, and attorneys.
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Rights, Camera, Action!

Throughout this seminar, students will read and analyze primary source documents from
American History in order to gain historical understanding. Our rights as citizens will be closely
examined by discussing current events and Supreme Court cases throughout history. The
course will also feature a History vs. Hollywood component, allowing for students to investigate
the historical accuracy of major motion pictures. We Didn't Start the Fire, but we will continue
to fuel it as students get an opportunity to create new stanzas for Billy Joel's famous song.
Students will close the semester by working on self-directed research projects in the area of
history and politics, exercising their voice by choosing a project topic of personal interest.
Students will submit a proposal, conduct research, and then design a creative and engaging
means to present their work. This course may be taken only ONE time in 7" or 8" grade.

Robotics

This seminar will provide students with the opportunity to be involved in the First Lego League
robotics program. Students will engage in research, problem-solving, coding, and engineering.
In addition to investigating a real-world problem, students will learn the basics to program a
LEGO robot that navigates the missions of a robot game. The theme of the challenge and robot
game changes each year. Students in this seminar will have an opportunity to compete in a
regional competition.

Spartan TV

This seminar is an extension of the 6™ grade seminar; however, prior participation is not
required. As part of the Spartan TV crew, students will learn an awareness of different types of
media and be responsible for brainstorming and pitching ideas, researching, writing scripts,
organizing, editing, and producing multiple segments to be shown to a school-wide audience.
Students will create commercials and promotions for upcoming events at The Lake. Students
may choose to be in front of the camera, behind the scenes, or both! Provided that space is
available, students may choose to take this course both semesters, with the expectation that
they will take on a leadership role in the studio their second semester.

Body Systems and the Human Body

Students in this AGP class will participate in a student-driven class to learn about body systems
and the human body through station activities, exhibition labs and individual research. Students
will become familiar with all the body systems before completing individual research projects
where they may choose to discover how the systems work together toward a common purpose,
medical conditions that affect a system and/or other topics tailored to their individual interests.
Activities and projects are sometimes done individually but often are completed in small
collaborative groups. Students will conduct their research and present their findings to the class
in a form of their choosing at the end of the semester.

STEM

Students in this seminar will participate in a student driven class encompassing the curricula of
all STEM subjects, with a focus on engineering and design. Students will complete design
challenges including but not limited to obstacle design competitions and the STEM Design
Challenge. Iftime allows, students will also be identifying an area of interest to them to research
and present to the class in a form of their choosing. Activities are sometimes done individually
but often are completed in small collaborative groups. Students will have the opportunity to
explore all topics of Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics in a classroom setting
that is both flexible and accommodating.
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Physics

Students in this seminar will embark on an exploration of various phenomena of their choosing.
Through hands-on experiments and engaging discussions, participants will explore concepts,
such as uncovering the dynamics of thrust, drag, and aerodynamics through rocket launches
or buoyancy and Archimedes' principle through boat design. By combining theoretical
knowledge with practical experimentation, students will gain a deeper understanding of these
fundamental concepts and their real-world implications. This course may be taken only ONE

time in 7" or 8™ grade.
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SPECIAL EDUCATION

Content Math:

This course is designed for students who need additional support and intervention in
mathematics. The student’s IEP team determines entrance into this class, and the grade level
curriculum is modified and/or adapted to meet the needs identified in each student’s
Individualized Education Plan (IEP).

Content Language Arts:

This course is designed for students who need additional support in the areas of reading
comprehension and written expression. The student’s IEP team determines entrance into this
class, and the grade level curriculum is modified and/or adapted to meet the needs identified in
each student’s Individualized Education Plan (IEP).

Resource Room:

Resource room occurs during the Core Extension period at least two days out of the seven-day
cycle. Students participate in academic goal setting, progress monitoring, and self-management
activities with an emphasis on improving their executive functioning skills. Activities are
designed to allow students to practice/apply their skills in the areas of time management, work-
completion, organization, and self-advocacy. The student’s IEP team determines entrance into
this class, and the curriculum is modified and/or adapted to meet the needs identified in each
student’s Individualized Education Plan (IEP).

Life Skills:

The Life Skills program helps students become functioning members of their communities to
the fullest extent possible through a blend of functional academics and life skills. Topics include:
self-assessment relating to others, careers, employment, consumerism, money management,
housing, food, clothing choices and care. There is special emphasis on using the community
as a classroom. This course gives the type of knowledge needed by everyone for everyday
living. The student’s IEP team determines entrance into this class and the curriculum is modified
and/or adapted to meet the needs identified in each student’s Individualized Education Plan
(IEP).
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT (ELD) PROGRAM

Course Code: 529E

English Language Development

The English Language Development Program facilitates the acquisition of English language
skills for students whose native language is not English or for students that need support
developing their English language proficiency. Planned instruction includes listening, speaking,
reading and writing at different levels of proficiency. The K-12 English Language Development
(ELD) curriculum is standards-based, data-driven, adapted to meet the needs of individual
students, and incorporates a variety of developmentally appropriate instructional materials
based on researched-based best practices. English learners (Els) are provided appropriate
support to develop their social and academic language in order to effectively communicate
information, ideas and concepts proficiently in English.
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READING

Course Code: 616, 617, & 618

6, 7, 8" Grade Reading

This course provides interventions for students who are performing below grade level in
reading. Instruction and strategies in reading comprehension, reading fluency, vocabulary,
spelling, and decoding are provided for students who need additional practice to perform at
grade level. Students will be matched with an appropriate reading intervention program based
upon their literacy needs and assessment data. Students will be evaluated at the beginning of
the year and at the end of each marking period to monitor their progress and to determine if
any adjustments need to be made to their current instruction. Data from these evaluations will
be used to determine which intervention program best serves each student’s individual needs.
Entrance into this class is determined by teacher recommendation and assessment data.
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